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1 INTRODUCTION
In cases of subjects involved in blood crimes, there are sometimes unique situations in which the
alleged victim plays the opposite role of alleged aggressor or is involved as an accomplice in the
perpetration of the offense.
The casuistry that is presented here deals with the psychological evaluation of a female subject,
implicated as co-author of the alleged murder of her sentimental partner but who, and for the sake of her
defense, claimed insurmountable fear with respect to the other alleged co-author (male) and establishing
herself in her criminological role as alleged victim.
The three-way protagonist of said crime worked in the Municipal Police of a municipality of
more than 1.5 million inhabitants.
The insurmountable fear alleged by the subject was motivated by the alleged threat uttered by
the other co-author investigated in the case, who told her that he was going to harm her two daughters
and herself if she did not agree to his requests in relation to a brawl that took place at home with his
sentimental partner (murder victim).
According to the findings of the sentence, the victim died at the home of the subject and, later,
her body was deposited in the trunk of her vehicle, transferred to a nearby mountain and then doused
with gasoline and incinerated.
A few days later, the Police located the remains of the burnt out vehicle. There were few
biological remains of the victim. However, the victim could be identified thanks to a code appearing on
a prosthetic screw that was inserted when she underwent spinal surgery. Once said code was identified,
the name and surnames of the victim were identified and the police began to investigate the people
connected with her.
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Photo detailing the state of the vehicle after the fire

Photo detailing the victim's prosthetic screw

2 METHOD
A directed clinical interview (or anamnesis) was carried out on the alleged co-perpetrator who
was evaluated by this writer, videos were viewed of the statements from the alleged co-perpetrators
taken in the court and the Medical-Forensic reports were reviewed of the psychological and/or
psychiatric evaluations carried out on the two allegedly implicated.
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Likewise, psychological tests were administered in order to be able to assess the scope of the
clinical-symptomatic phenomenology of the psycho-emotional state of the subject with respect to her
presumed traumatic reaction derived from the threats she reported receiving from the other defendant.

3 RESULTS
The subject was administered the following set of psychological tests (the most notable among
many others administered): the Millon Clinical Multiaxial Inventory (MCMI-IV, 2018) and the
Davidson Trauma Scale (DTS) (1997).
It should be noted that the tests were conducted at the prison where she remained admitted under
a preventive inmate regime, awaiting trial by the Jury of the Provincial Court.
The test results are as follows:
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The validity indices present scores in statistical normality, which suggests that the psychological
and/or psychopathological profile obtained is genuine for the personality of the examined subject.
In relation to the scales belonging to the area of anxiety and/or post-traumatic stress disorder, the
scores are within statistical normality.
Grossman's Facets suggest that the subject presents personality traits of a paranoid, avoidant and
compulsive type and that it would be compatible with her current state of institutionalized prison in
which she found herself immersed at the moment of the administration of the psychological tests (the
test was administered in October 2018 and 17 months had passed since the murder was perpetrated, in
May 2017).
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In relation to the test that assesses the intensity of psychopathological trauma, the Davidson
Trauma Scale - DTS - (Davidson et al., 1997) was administered, and the results are as follows:

Davidson Trauma Scale —DTS— (Davidson & cols., 1997).
17 ítems of 5 response alternatives
Instrument that collects the frequency and severity of the symptoms of Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD) and that corresponds to the symptoms collected for the diagnosis according to the
DSM-IV-TR.
TRAUMA THAT THE SUBJECT CLAIMS:
“My situation of total helplessness and injustice in the face of events that for me have been traumatic
and I have been the victim. Instead, I have been treated as guilty and fingers have been pointed at
me as if I had knowledge or was the author of such acts. As the days have passed, I have been finding
out without any choice but to draw my conclusions from what happened and making a double
victimization of myself, day after day. My situation today is as if they had killed me in life”.
Test date: 19.09.2017
Frequency Scale
56/68
Severity Scale
62/68
Direct Scale Total Score Obtained
118/136
STATISTICAL SIGNIFICANCE
POSITIVE
According to the Manual “Basic Instruments for the
Practice of Clinical Psychiatry” by Bobes,
González, Sáiz, Bascarán and Bousoño from
Significant cutoff point
Editorial Novartis Farmacéutica, S.A. (2000), it is
noteworthy that:
“The authors propose as a cut-off point for the
total score of the scale, 40”.

The test was administered in September 2017 (four months after the murder was committed, in
May 2017) and the subject gave a total direct score of 118 out of a total of 136; a score which suggests
that the subject presents symptoms compatible with stress and/or reactive traumatic anxiety with respect
to an adverse or contingent event/s; as established by Davidson et al. (1997).

4 DISCUSSION
1.

The psychometric results obtained closest to the date when the events occurred

(Davidson's DTS) show scores that are significantly more compatible with the alleged events in which
the subject refers to acting with “insurmountable fear”; although she does record in writing a traumatic
situation of injustice with respect to the murder accusation that she was facing at that time.
2.

The psychometric results obtained as a result of the administration of the MCMI-IV do

not present clinical relevance from the sphere of anxiety or traumatic psychoemotional reaction. It does
present relevance in paranoid-avoidant personality traits and that can be contextualized in the
coexistence framework of the prison institutionalization process.
3.

In relation to the accreditation of "insurmountable fear" that the subject claimed, with

Forensic Psychology it is difficult to prove through the administration of psychological tests. This
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difficulty lies in the non-existence of psychological tests that gather items of valid quality that can
measure and/or explore said psychic condition.
4.

In line with the above, and from the juridical-legal point of view, it was not possible to

accredit in the plenary hearing with the Jury of the Provincial Court, the point that alleged
“insurmountable fear” as a defense.
5.

Due to this, the subject was finally convicted of the crime of murder.

6.

From the context of all the above, and although the discipline of Forensic Psychology has

presented important and great professional advances, it lacks highly specific tests that explore areas that
the Legal System contemplates, such as in this case, the concept of “insurmountable fear”.
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